Minot Park District
Special Meeting
July 12th, 2023

The Minot Park Board met on July 12th at 5:30 pm at the Minot Auditorium in Room 201. Members present: Cliff Hovda, Perry Olson, Mike Schmitt and Justin Hammer. Also present were Elly DesLauriers and Calyn Beckman.
Park Board President Justin Hammer introduced himself and the rest of the board. Hammer added that the Park District is looking for input on future planning and to get input from the Minot Soccer Association.
Jon VanDeventer, current president of the Minot Soccer Association (MSA) gave the board an update on the activities and participant numbers for this season. VanDeventer also stated that the MSA group is out growing the Optimist Soccer Complex and needs more space for the future but currently the field is not in ideal condition due to gopher problems.
MSA Board Members, staff, and parents added that the field conditions due to gophers are a safety concern for the players, the parking at the field cannot support the numbers that show up during tournaments, bathroom facilities are in poor condition, and drainage in certain sections of the field make it unusable after rain.
Commissioner Olson commented that user groups partnering with the Park District and setting up capital campaigns are the best way to get projects completed. Commissioner Schmitt added that a large portion of the new pickleball courts was fundraised by the user group and allowed that project to be completed this year.
Zoe Hodenfield, Recreation Program Director of the MSA asked what the Park District needs from MSA to move forward. Hammer said that we need open communication of issues with Park District staff and board members and to bring us ideas for the future.
Hammer thanked the MSA members for their input and comments.
Executive Director Elly DesLauriers asked for approval to complete a cultural study at the Outdoor Recreation Area. The study is a requirement to be awarded a grant that we will receive if the study comes back positive. 
Motion by Hovda, second by Olson to move forward with the cultural study. On roll call, all members voted yes.
Motion by Schmitt, second by Olson to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried.
