Minot Park District
April 21st, 2026

The Minot Park Board met onApril 21st , 2026 at 5:30pm in room 203 of the Minot Auditorium.
Members Present: Justin Hammer, Perry Olson, Mike Schmitt, Cliff Hovda and Chelsea Kirkhammer.    Also present were Elly DesLauriers and Calyn Beckman.
Ryan Ackerman, Souris River Joint Board updated the board on the MI-6 and MI-7 flood control projects. Ackerman reported that they are working closely with contractors on timeline for the backfill of the pump station near Roosevelt Park Pool. Commissioner Olson asked if the skate park was going to be relocated and Ackerman answered that the skate park would remain in the same location but continue to be closed until later this year when both flood control phases have moved from the area.
William Fielhaber, Minot Area Pickleball Association (MAPA) reported to the board on the increased play at Cameron Courts and the need for additional indoor space in Minot. Fielhaber reported that MAPA would like permission to raise funds for pickleball only facility connected to the current Cameron Courts that would be turned over to the Minot Park District to operate after construction is completed. Fielhaber added that he is estimating the facility would cost between 1.5 – 2 million dollars and believes operational cost would be around $50,000 dollars. Commission Olson expressed interest in the project but was not comfortable giving approval without additional research into the construction and operation costs especially due to a past project that had to be turned down due to higher than expected estimates. Executive Director, Elly DesLauriers thanked the MAPA for their efforts and expressed a willingness to work with the group to see if this is a project that could be moved forward.
Motion by Olson, second by Schmitt for staff to work with representatives from MAPA to research construction and operational costs to be reviewed at the May board meeting. Motion carried.
Director of Operations, Jarrod Olson presented bids for the Auditorium sounds system update. Olson reported that we received one submission from Northwest Projector for $157,900. Olson reported that this bid was under budget and recommended that the board approve the bid. Commissioner Hammer asked what the time frame would be for installation and Olson answered that it would be completed by fall of this year.
Motion by Schmitt, second by Hammer to approve the bid from Northwest Projector for $157,900. On roll, all members voted yes.
Motion by Olson, second by Hammer to approve the minutes from the March 17th Minot Park District Board meeting. Motion Carried
Motion by Hovda second by Schmitt to approve bills in the amount of $2,067,306.75. On roll call, all members voted yes.
Motion by Hammer, second by Hovda to approve salaries in the amount of $351,650.93 On roll call, all members voted yes.

Department Head Report
Director of Operations, Jarrod Olson reported to the board that the maintenance department has started cleaning the poll and preparing for the filtration system test on May 11th. Olson also reported that he and staff reviewed the layout for the Scheel Complex playground and plan to start working on the demolition in late July or early August. Olson reported that the Corbett Scoreboard frame is being installed and the new scoreboard should be installed and operational by the end of May.
Golf Pro, Steve Kottsick reported that the golf course has opened and it has been busy when the weather cooperates.
Golf Course Superintendent, Cammi Campbell reported that we are still getting frost in the mornings but hoping to start irrigation systems soon.
Zoo Director, Logan Wood reported that he hopes to have the new Zoo Educator hired next week and also thanked his staff for spring clean up as the Zoo gets ready for the summer.
MAYSA Arena Manager, Bob Gillen reported that the US Sled hockey team plans to use the MAYSA arena for try outs again September 24th – 26th. 
Horticulturist, Shannon Paul reported that she is planning to plant over 29,000 annuals this year and most are in the greenhouse currently. Paul also reported that filed operations are going well so far this year.
Head Forester, Troy Regstad reported that Minot has been selected for the 34th year in a row as a Tree City, USA. Regstad added that Friday was Arbor Day.
Auditorium Manager, Tom Landsiedel reported that the indoor season at the Auditorium is winding down and shifting over to the softball complex. Landsiedel reported that teams have been able to utilize the turf fields at Scheels Complex.
Alcohol Permits
Motion by Olson, second by Hammer to approve the administratively approved alcohol permits. Motion carried.
Director’s Report
Executive Director, Elly DesLauriers reported that she continues to work on sales tax presentations for the vote on June 9th including an all staff meeting on May 14th and the More You Know event at Oak Park on May 20th. DesLauriers reported that staff is working on park security and safety as summer approaches and construction continues on flood control projects. DesLauriers also reported that the superfund progress has slowed but trying to keep things moving forward where possible. DesLauriers reported that the City of Minot has asked the Park District to be a part of a bike and pedestrian plan RFP. DesLauriers also reported to the board on the 2027 budget timeline for staff and board input. DesLauriers reported that there is a lot of excitement for the new playground at Scheel Complex and she has been receiving interest in other groups providing funds for some additional features.


Commissioner’s Reports
Commissioner Hovda reported that he is excited about the growth of plants numbers that horticulture department has added over the years.
Commissioner Olson thanked Ackerman and Roteliuk on their efforts to get the park and pool open for this season.
Commissioner Schmitt reported that he hopes MAPA is not discouraged about gathering more information on the feasibility of a new facility. Schmitt added that we need to research other facilities financial’s to see how likely it is for a new facility to operate without additional subsidy.
Motion by Hammer, second by Schmitt to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried.
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