Minot Park District
June 16th, 2026

The Minot Park Board met on June 16th, 2026 at 5:30pm in room 203 of the Minot Auditorium.
Members Present: Justin Hammer, Mike Schmitt, Cliff Hovda and Chelsea Kirkhammer.  Also present were Elly DesLauriers and Calyn Beckman.
Michelle Weishaar expressed concerns on the faded line on the road through Oak Park that separates traffic from bike and pedestrians. Weishaar asked if that line could be repainted and Executive Director DesLauriers answered that we could get that line repainted. Weishaar also requested additional signage and enforcement of the speed limit in the Park. Weishaar also suggested that increasing the limit from 5 to 10 miles an hour may help with compliance.
Ryan Ackerman, Souris River Joint Board updated the board on the MI-6 and MI-7 flood control projects. Ackerman reported that the paving connection from the south parking lot to the Pool parking lot will be completed soon allowing traffic to loop around the Pickleball Courts and Pool. Ackerman using the drone footage showed the board the location of the recently installed tunnel for the Magic City Express. Ackerman updated the board on the progress and timelines for the Giraffe feeding platform, Otter exhibit and skate park. Executive Director Elly DesLauriers thanked Ackerman and the Souris River Joint board the information on the skate park and plans to keep working with the users on a potential opening later this year.
Motion by Hammer, second by Hovda to approve the minutes from the May 19th Minot Park District Board meeting. Motion Carried
Motion by Schmitt second by Hammer to approve bills in the amount of $619,128.53.  On roll call, all members voted yes.
Motion by Hovda, second by Schmitt to approve salaries in the amount of $579,626.06.  On roll call, all members voted yes.
Department Head Report
Director of Finance, Calyn Beckman reported to the board that he will be sending out a draft of the 2027 for their review shortly and that the 2025 audit started on Monday.
Director of Operations, Jarrod Olson reported to the board that the opening of the pool went well and was at full capacity on Saturday. Commissioner Hammer asked if the new filtration system is working well and Olson answered that it has been working well. DesLauriers added that the Pool saw over 8,000 visitors over the opening weekend.
Director of Marketing and Development, Ashley Gathman reported that the Minot Park District app has seen an increase in over 200 active users over the past month.
Golf Pro, Steve Kottsick reported that the golf course has been busy, especially when the weather is nice but that we need more nice days.
Golf Course Superintendent, Cammi Campbell reported that she closed the 3 green to sodded a few bad spots.
Zoo Director, Logan Wood reported that attendance is up 3,400 people over last year to date and that the Zoo had over 1,000 visitors on Military Appreciation Day. Wood added that they cancelled a tiger transport due to the receiving Zoo’s tiger having an illness. Wood also thanked his staff for their work keeping the Zoo up to AZA standards.
MAYSA Arena Manager, Bob Gillen updated the board on the plan and timelines for ice removal and installation over the summer. Gillen added that Minotauros summer camp starts on Sunday and after the team will return in August for the start of the season.
Maintenance Superintendent, Eric Keller reported that Pool filtration system is working well and was tested with a dust storm before the pool opened. Keller added that his staff is planning to do some sidewalk repairs at Hammond Park and roof repairs at the Soccer Complex. Commissioner Schmitt asked about water line breaks at the splash pads and Keller answered that both splash pads have one water feature with line breaks and the feature will be turned off until it can get repaired. Keller added that if there is a stretch of bad weather they will try to fix it otherwise, they will continue to run the splash pads and repair in the fall.
Horticulturist, Shannon Paul reported that spring planting has gone well and hopes to replace some wind damaged plants soon.
Head Forester, Troy Regstad reported that he and staff have been busy after the recent storms, adding that Oak Park lost 3 large trees in the park. Regstad added that his crew will be working with Wright Tree Service on some power line removals and replacement as a part of Ash Tree mitigation.
Auditorium Manager, Tom Landsiedel reported that the Youth girls fast pitch tournament was held last weekend and it went well and added that Magic City Youth baseball will be using the 2 turf fields for a tournament this weekend.
New Business
Director of Operations, Jarrod Olson presented bids for the Cameron Courts liner project, adding that he received 2 bids and both were well over budget. Olson recommended the board reject the bids and staff will review the project.
Motion by Schmitt, second by Hovda to reject the Cameron Court liner bids. Motion carried.
Director of Operations, Jarrod Olson presented bids for the Corbett Field parking lot project. Olson recommended to the board to approve the bid from Keller paving for $337,818 plus engineering fees.
Motion by Hovda, second by Hammer to approve the bid from Keller Paving for $337,818 plus engineering fees. On roll call, all members voted in favor.
Alcohol Permits
Motion by Schmitt, second by Hammer to approve the administratively approved alcohol permits. Motion carried.

Director’s Report
Executive Director, Elly DesLauriers reported that meetings for the superfund site continue to move forward and she expects to receive approval to move forward with the project before December 31st, 2026. DesLauriers reported that the 2nd reading of the Park District sales tax ordinance passed at City Council on Monday. DesLauriers also reported that she and Gathman are reviewing a few grant opportunities.
DesLauriers thanked Jarrod and the Souris River Joint Board for their efforts to plan the pool access and allow for opening on June 5th.
Commissioner’s Reports
Commissioner Hovda thanked the staff for their efforts to get the sales tax measure passed, adding that it puts the Park District in a great position. Hovda thanked DesLauriers for her work and great leadership to get the Park District to this point and thanked the citizens who supported the measure.
Commissioner Hammer reported that the 2027 project list is exciting and he is excited for his next 4 year term.
Commissioner Schmitt thanked the Souris River Joint board for their efforts to open the pool. Schmitt added that we have a great plan for 2027 and is excited to get these projects done for the public. Schmitt thanked Beth Feldner for her efforts on the Yes for Minot Parks Committee.
President Kirkhammer agreed with the reports from the other commissioners and added it is an exciting time for the Park District.
Motion by Hammer, second by Hovda to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried.
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