Minot Park District
May 19th, 2026

The Minot Park Board met on May 19th, 2026 at 5:30pm in room 203 of the Minot Auditorium.
Members Present: Justin Hammer, Perry Olson, Mike Schmitt, Cliff Hovda and Chelsea Kirkhammer.    Also present were Elly DesLauriers and Calyn Beckman.
Ryan Ackerman, Souris River Joint Board updated the board on the MI-6 and MI-7 flood control projects. Ackerman reported that crews will be working on central avenue gate well and paving for the public for access to the pool and pickleball courts. Commissioner Schmitt asked how the backfill process was progressing on the pump station and Ackerman answered that it was going well and on track for the opening of the pool. Commission Hammer asked about construction fence and Ackerman answered that it will be there to separate public from construction areas. Ackerman reported that the wall stain colors have been adjusted and should be starting the full process soon. Ackerman also reported that the new location for the camel will require some updates due to the condition of the foundation and construction has started on the otter and North American cat exhibits.
Motion by Olson, second by Hammer to approve the minutes from the April 21st Minot Park District Board meeting. Motion Carried
Motion by Schmitt second by Olson to approve bills in the amount of $603,997.50.  On roll call, all members voted yes.
Motion by Schmitt, second by Olson to approve salaries in the amount of $346,611.87.  On roll call, all members voted yes.
Department Head Report
Director of Finance, Calyn Beckman reported to the board that the first meetings with the Department Heads for the 2027 budget will be held next week, 2025 Year End report will be completed this week, and the 2025 Audit will start on June 15.
Director of Operations, Jarrod Olson reported to the board the Corbett scoreboard in operational and looks amazing, adding that training with the user groups has been completed. Olson also reported that the Pool Filtration system is working well and Associated Pools repaired a couple small leaks found during testing. Olson reported that the Corbett rental property demolition has started and should be completed by the end of the week. Olson also reported that the Souris Valley roof project has started should be completed by June 3rd. Olson lastly reported that Northwest Projector has ordered equipment for the Auditorium sound system and they will work with Landsiedel for the installation.
Golf Pro, Steve Kottsick reported that income is down due to weather and hoping the weather will turn soon.
Zoo Director, Logan Wood reported that attendance is up 2,600 people over last year to date and that he has made hires for the Zoo Educator and Public Program Manager.
MAYSA Arena Manager, Bob Gillen reported that he has issued a request for proposals for cleaning services due to his original one having to scale back due to lack of employees.
Maintenance Superintendent, Eric Keller reported that Pool filtration system is up and running and it cleaned the water overnight, but the dust storm has required a lot of work to vacuum the bottom of the pool. Keller added that the splash pads will be open this weekend and all fishing piers, bathrooms and irrigations systems are ready for summer.
Horticulturist, Shannon Paul reported that she is hoping to start planting this week as long as the weather forecast looks positive. Paul also reports that the Region 6 baseball tournament is currently taking place at Hoeven and Corbett field.
Head Forester, Troy Regstad reported that tree planting will be taking place near Washington School and North Broadway as well as boulevard tree planting.
Auditorium Manager, Tom Landsiedel reported that the auditorium hosted a few events but now most of the activity will be at the softball complexes. Landsiedel added that the Region 6 softball tournament was currently taking place at Scheels Complex.
New Business
Director of Operations, Jarrod Olson presented a surplus equipment list to the board for sale or disposal. Motion by Olson, second by Hammer to surplus the presented list of equipment. Motion carried.
Director of Operations, Jarrod Olson present the 2026 – 2027 rates for the MAYSA Arena, adding that most rates were increased by about 3% but daily rates did not change. Motion by Hovda, second by Schmitt to approve the rates as present. On roll call, all members voted yes.
Old Business
Executive Director, Elly DesLauriers reported that staff have held two meetings with the Minot Area Pickleball Association (MAPA) and with input from Park Attorney Pete Hankla we have decided to draft a letter of intent for the project with items needed from the group to keep moving forward. DesLauriers added that MAPA will be fundraising for the engineering fees for the cost.
Alcohol Permits
Motion by Schmitt, second by Hammer to approve the administratively approved alcohol permits. Motion carried.
Director’s Report
Executive Director, Elly DesLauriers reported that she is in the final push for the sales tax vote on June 9th including the informational meeting being held on May 20th at the Auditorium from 5:30 – 7:30. DesLauriers also reported that Senator Hoeven is providing assistance through meetings with the EPA to keep the superfund plan moving forward and we are requesting timelines and price estimates to complete the approval process. DesLauriers reported that Olson and her met at Roosevelt Park and noticed that the Teddy statue needed to be cleaned and coincidentally a citizen reached out to quote cleaning for the statue. DesLauriers also reported that staff continue to work on the 2027 budget with Department Head meetings next week and the board retreat on June 16th before monthly board meeting.
DesLauriers present Jarrod Olson with the May Gamechanger award, which is an employee recognition program for consistently demonstrating outstanding performance, work ethic, attitude and contribution to the team and Minot Community.
Commissioner’s Reports
Commissioner Olson thanked Senator Hoeven and Governor Armstrong for their efforts to keep the superfund project moving forward. Olson also encouraged the community to come to the sales tax informational meeting tomorrow and to vote on June 9th.
President Kirkhammer congratulated Jarrod Olson on the Gamechanger award for May.
Motion by Olson, second by Hammer to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried.
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